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Open House Canada Grants 


Open House Canada (OHC) falls under the Citizenship Development 

mandate of the Department of the Secretary of Stale. Its objective is 
to strengthen and develop the sense of identity and unity of Canadian 
youth by funding transportation for reciprocal youth group exchanges. 


These instructions, effective July 1, 1986, replace all previous 
instructions. 


Who is Eligible? 


To apply 

Schools, institutions and well-established non-profit, non-governmental 
organizations are eligible. Each group must be twinned with another 
eligible group before applying. 


Groups thal have not laken part in an OHC sponsored exchange (as 
hosts or visitors) in the last 12 months may apply. 


Groups that have taken part (as hosts or visitors) in an OHC spon- 
sored exchange more than 12 but less than 19 months ago must 

be twinned with a group that has not participated in an OHC spon- 
sored exchange in the last two years. 


To participate 
Participants must be Canadian citizens or permanent residents. 


Participants must be no less than 14 and no more than 22 years of 
age. Underage participants (age 13) will be considered if they are 
regular members of the group (i.e. classmates) and account for no 
more than 10% of the participants in the group. 


Participants must not have previously taken part in a group exchange 
funded by OHC, including those reciprocal exchanges operated by 
non-profit organizations on behalf of OHC (a list of these organiza: 
tions is available). Youth who have participated in a national forum 
sponsored by OHC are eligible to participate in an OHC group 
exchange. 


Once a list of participants is approved by OHC, no name changes 
will be permitted. 
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How are Exchange Projects Selected? 


The main selection factors are: 


educational value of the exchange, assessed on the proposals you 
and your twin will submit. 


an equitable regional distribution across Canada. 


Priority is given to certain types of exchanges, as 
follows: 


Bilingual exchanges (first priority) 


Exchanges involving groups speaking different official languages and 
whose objective is to gain more exposure to, and a belter apprecia- 
tion of, both the twin's and the groups own language and culture. 
Exchanges designed to allow official language minorities to gain 
exposure {0, and a better appreciation of, their own first language 
are also a priority. 


Intercultural exchanges (second priority) 


Intercultural exchanges involve participants of different cultural 
backgrounds. The focus of such an exchange would be the explora- 
tion of the contribution of diverse cultures to the Canadian social 
fabric. The cultural composition of the groups must be clearly defined, 
The exchange may be between two groups with different cultural 
backgrounds or between groups each of which includes members of 
several different cultural backgrounds. 


Rural/isolated Community exchanges (third priority) 


Exchanges jin which the members of one group live in a 
furalisolated community. (“Rural = population less than 

2,000; "isolated" = over 150 km from the nearest urban centre of 
more than 20,000 people.) Proposals involving two rural communities 
will also be considered. 


Finally, special consideration is given to exchange pro- 
posals in which more than 30% of the total participants 
belong to “target” youth groups; namely: 

disabled youth 

visible minorities 

economically disadvantaged, 


Organizers of all other exchanges are encouraged to promote the 
Participation of ‘targeted’ youth, Participation by targeted youth in 
Your group will reflect positively on your proposal, 


What are the Basic Requirements of an 
Exchange? 


The basic requirements are: 

Groups must be comprised of 10 to 25 participants, excluding 
escorts. Groups with 10 to 19 participants are allowed one escort; 
groups with 20 to 25, two escorts. Additional escorts are at the 
group's own expense. 

Twinned groups must have exactly the same number of participants, 


and each individual participant must be twinned with a specific indi- 
vidual member of the other group. 


Exchanges must be reciprocal; that is, each group must welcome its 
twin group in its own community as well as travel to visit the com- 
munity of its twin group. 

Fach exchange participant must provide accommodation and meals 
for his twin for the duration of the visit. 

The minimum length of stay for each half of an exchange is five 
days excluding travel time. There is no maximum limit. 

There is no charge for submitting an application. 

Once an exchange has been approved, each member of the group, 
including escorts, must pay a processing fee of $10. 


What Makes a Good Exchange? 


Basically, a good exchange is: 
1) a group effort; and 2) highly educational in value. 


From the earliest planning stage, group organizers should be in fre: 
quent communication with their twin group’s organizer, not only to 
co-ordinate travel plans but also to develop educational exchange 
objectives and plan activities designed to meet those objectives. 


Objectives and activities must be centred on significantly increasing 
the visitor's knowledge about the community and family being 

visited. This may be done by studying several aspects or facets of 
community life (e.g. the local culture, history, geography, economy, 


and so on) to oblain a broad overview, or concentrating on deepen- 


jing one or a few themes of particular interest to the exchange part- 
ners (e.g. two groups of geography students could study local 
geography, elc.). 

Participants as well as organizers should take part in carrying out 
research to meet the exchange objectives. 

Exchange participants should correspond with their respective twins 
on an individual basis well before the exchange. 

Community support should be actively sought. 


Regardless of the approach chosen, all participants, hosts and 
visitors, should pursue all activities as a single group. 


Type of Assistance Offered 


If your proposal is approved, OHC will cover major 
transportation costs as follows: 


Your group will receive tickets for transportation from the departure 
poinl closest to your home to the arrival point closest to your 
destination. Costs of getting to a departure terminal less than 50 km 
from your home will not be covered. Similarly, the cost of getting 
from the point of arrival to the hosting group's homes will not be 
covered if the distance involved is less than 50 km. 


Transportation will normally be by air. 


Travel arrangements will be made on the basis of the cheapest, 
most direct rule possible. OHC may require changes to groups’ 
proposed travel schedule if such changes could result in savings to 
the program. 

All costs incurred during the exchange other than the major 
transportation costs described above are the sole responsibility of the 
participating groups themselves. 


Important Note 


Open House Canada handles all ticketing and reservations for 
approved exchanges. Under no circumstances should group 
organizers attempt to make their own travel arrangements. 
Open House Canada will not honour any commitments or contrac- 
tual obligations entered into by group organizers with travel agents, 
airlines, elc. 


SS 
Interested, but Still Haven't Located a Twin? 


Qpen House Canada maintains a priority twinning list to help groups 
find possible partners, Listed are schools/organizations thal have not 
participated in an Open House Canada exchange in the past four 
years and who may qualify for priority consideration under the 
criteria described above. 

If your schooV/organization has not participated in an exchange in 
the past four years and if you would like your group added to the 
priority twinning list or wish to consult the list, please complete the 
appropriate coupon altached. 


You Have Located Your Twin? 


If you are ready to apply for an Open House Canada grant please 
complete and send in the appropriate coupon attached. This is not 
an application but a request for forms and additional information. 
Do not send this coupon without the names and addresses of 
both groups and group organizers. Only one group in an exchange 
should send the coupon on behalf of both groups. 


Deadlines for Applications 


The deadline for your application is determined by the month in 
which you plan to carry out the first of the two visits in your 
reciprocal exchange: 


First visit in: = - Deadline 
January, February or March October 1 
April, May or June December 1 
July or August March 1 
September, October, November or December June 1 


Address: Open House Canada 

Department of the Secrelary of State 

Youth Participation Directorate 

Ottawa, Onlario 

K1A 0M5 
EEE 
For More Information 
Open House Canada officials will be happy to answer your ques: 
tions. We can be reached at (819) 994-1313. Collect calls cannot be 
accepled. 
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